
Things to do in 
ASHEVILLE

Cúrate – 8 minutes
Cúrate is a celebration of authentic Spanish 
cuisine. The Cúrate menu will bring back 
memories of the country’s best jamón Ibérico, 
vermuterías and lively tapas culture. In recognition 
of the restaurant’s all-Spanish wine list, Cúrate was 
listed as one of America’s 50 Wine Restaurants We 
Love in 2021 by Wine Enthusiast Magazine.
https://curatetapasbar.com/ 

Rhubarb – 7 minutes
Rhubarb is a place to simply lean in and enjoy 
the company. A place where food and drink are 
at their uncomplicated best, creating personal 
memories and shared experiences. Chef John 
Fleer was named one of the, “Rising Stars of the 
21st Century” by the James Beard Foundation 
and is a five-time finalist for the James Beard 
“Best Chef in the Southeast” award. He studied 
at CIA in Napa Valley and was Executive Chef at 
Blackberry Farm from 1992 until 2007.
https://rhubarbasheville.com 
 

Sovereign Remedies – 7 minutes
The term Sovereign Remedies is part of the 
great history of the Appalachian Mountains. The 
restaurant is warm and regal, filled with visual 
treasures of vintage service-ware, rich black 
and gold curtains and locally built furniture and 
fixtures. At night, soft lights and candles create an 
inviting glow for guests and passersby. The palate 
is locally sourced, organic and humanely raised.
https://www.sovereignremedies.com 
 
Plant – 6 minutes
Plant has been voted best vegetarian restaurant 
in the city, healthiest bite, greenest restaurant, 
best service and among the most romantic 
places to dine. Plant garnered national 
attention, making Zagat’s best vegan restaurant 
in the country and receiving special attention 
from Food and Wine and PETA. Plant creates 
flavor-sophisticated, scratch-made food using 
thoughtfully chosen ingredients from the earth.
https://www.plantisfood.com/ 

Sunny Point Café – 11 minutes
Sunny Point Café is a family-owned restaurant 
serving upscale comfort food from dawn to dark. 
Whether you want breakfast for dinner or dinner 
for dinner, they take pride in made-from-scratch 
products and a farm-to-table approach. Sunny Point 
Café has their own garden next to the restaurant.
https://sunnypointcafe.com/  
 
 

Rhu Cafe – 7 minutes
Chef John Fleer’s bakery and pantry celebrates 
local food and producers. Serving breakfast 
and lunch, Rhu is the perfect place to grab a 
cup of locally roasted coffee and a cruffin, while 
overlooking beautiful Church Street. Savor a cup 
of tea and an apple galette over a book in the 
afternoon, buy a loaf of house-made Sourdough 
Levain and a bottle of wine or let the Rhu pack a 
picnic for you to enjoy on a scenic Asheville vista.
https://www.the-rhu.com/picnic  
 
Highland Brewing Downtown Taproom – 9 
min | Highland Brewing Company – 11 min
Standing tall as Asheville’s oldest craft brewery, 
Highland kicked things off in 1994 and has been 
spreading WNC’s craft beer gospel throughout 
the region with widely distributed and loved 
classics ever since. Highland Brewing Downtown 
Taproom at S&W Market features five curated, 
crave-worthy food stalls on the main floor that tell 
the story of the city in different bites. Highland 
has two bars — one on the main floor with the food, 
and a full taproom experience on the mezzanine.
https://highlandbrewing.com/  
 
Buxton Hall Barbecue – 9 minutes
Buxton Hall Barbecue is an Eastern-Carolina 
style barbecue restaurant with its own house 
bakery. Headed by two James Beard nominees, 
Elliott Moss and Meherwan Irani came together 
to open the fried chicken sandwich that stole 
the hearts of many, including the editors of 
Bon Appétit Magazine, who named it the best 
fried chicken sandwich in the country. 
http://www.buxtonhall.com/ 
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 Storm Rhum Bar & Bistro – 8 minutes
Chef Jay Medford wants to invite you into the 
pursuit of his dream. The Storm is an experience 
and loved by all. From upscale dinners to “punk 
rock” late-night food, the storm is brewing with 
lively activity.
https://www.stormrhumbar.com/ 
 
Owl Bakery – 11 minutes
Owl Bakery specializes in unleavened breads 
and European-inspired pastries. Every product is 
handmade with intention, integrity and aesthetic 
sensibility. They use the highest quality, whole 
ingredients, finding organic sources and staying 
local much as possible.
https://owlbakery.com/ 
 
 

Thirsty Monk – 9 minutes
Recognized as one of the best beer bars in the 
world, they tap 1,000+ different beers a year. The 
upstairs bar features American Craft Beers with 
20 rotating tap lines. Take the stairs down to the 
basement level to the Belgian Bar (50 Commerce 
St.) with 16 Belgian, European and rare beers on 
draught. An extensive bottle list will impress beer 
snobs and novices alike.
https://thirsty-monk-brewery.square.site/
thirsty-monk-downtown  

Vortex Doughnuts – 10 minutes
This doughnut and coffee shop is in the heart of 
Downtown Asheville’s South Slope. They focus on 
quality, local, organic and GMO-free ingredients. 
They serve 1000 Faces Coffee and a variety of 
vegan, cake and yeast doughnut options.
https://vortex-doughnuts.square.site/ 

Specialty Chocolate Fetish – 9 minutes
Discerning chocolate lovers have been enjoying 
quality, award-winning, handmade chocolates 
from the Chocolate Fetish since 1986. They use 
only the finest ingredients and all of their signature 
products are made in small batches and use only 
locally sourced ingredients wherever possible.
https://www.chocolatefetish.com/about-us/
handmade-in-asheville-north-carolina/ 
 

 
Antidote at Chemist Spirits – 9 minutes
Chic, turn-of-the-century-inspired spot offering 
specialty cocktails, a rooftop terrace and a patio. 
Antidote at Chemist Spirits offers 3 stories of early 
1900s apothecary style and aesthetics with a 
craft cocktail selection to match! They also have 
a fantastic selection of fine beer and wine from 
around the world. 
https://www.antidote.bar/
 
The Crown & Quill – 8 minutes
The Crow & Quill has live entertainment, 
frequently of the jazz or classical nature, which 
pairs well with the vintage inspired atmosphere. 
Fans love the seasonal specialty drinks as well 
as the vast selection of spirits and whiskey. You 
may spot people dressed to match the 1920s 
décor, so feel free to get your Gatsby on.
https://www.thecrowandquill.com/ 
  
Hemingway’s Cuba (Rooftop bar) –  
10 minutes
You don’t have to travel to Havana to enjoy 
a night in Cuba! Menu favorites include 
empanadas, tostones board, ropa vieja and vaca 
frita or enjoy a classic Cuban sandwich. Sip on 

Biscuit Head – 12 minutes
Not to be missed! This husband-and-wife team 
opened the original Biscuit Head restaurant in 
Asheville to share their love of southern cooking, 
their inspiration from travel and their commitment 
to local foods. The restaurant has been packed 
since day one and widely featured in the media 
including Bon Appetit, The New York Times, Food 
& Wine, USA Today, Garden & Gun, Paste and the 
Eater.com. They are a breakfast and lunch cafe 
featuring cat-head biscuits, house-made jams, etc. 
http://www.biscuitheads.com/ 
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a Cuban daiquiri and gaze out over downtown 
Asheville and the Blue Ridge Mountains from 
their amazing rooftop.
https://www.hemingwayscuba.com/

The Montford – 7 minutes (Rooftop bar)
Sleek rooftop hangout featuring craft cocktails, 
nibbles and mountain views in a rustic-chic 
interior. The vistas of the Blue Ridge Mountains in 
the distance are a reminder of what a special city 
Asheville is, and as the sun goes down the city 
lights begin to twinkle all around from below
https://themontford.com
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 ω The Great Smoky 
Mountains

 ω Dollywood

Orange Peel – 8 minues
This first-rate live music venue, widely regarded 
as one of the best in the Southeast – hosts a 
wide range of acts week to week, from regional 
faves like Acoustic Syndicate to national acts 
like Ben Harper, Damien Rice and the Smashing 
Pumpkins. Expect to also see live stand-up comic 
acts, free cult classic movies and open mic nights 
at this unfussy venue.
https://theorangepeel.net/ 

Ben’s Tune Up – 10 minutes
It’s hard not to feel hip at Ben’s Tune Up, an 
almost completely outdoor bar and ramen eatery 
converted from a bygone auto shop. Inside the 
3,500-square-foot courtyard, folks take their pick 
of any number of up-cycled seating options, 
including old truck seats, where they sip local 
beer and now sake, which is brewed onsite.
http://www.benstuneup.com/
 

The Grey Eagle – 9 minutes
The Grey Eagle is Asheville’s longest running  
live music venue featuring performances by an 
eclectic mix of locally, regionally and nationally 
touring bluegrass, rockabilly, jazz, rock, 
indie-rock, folk and blues artists. 
https://www.thegreyeagle.com

The Great Smoky Mountains 
National Park – 60 minutes
Great Smoky Mountains National Park 
straddles the border between North Carolina 
and Tennessee. The sprawling landscape 
encompasses lush forests and an abundance 
of wildflowers that bloom year-round. Streams, 
rivers and waterfalls appear along hiking routes 
that include a segment of the Appalachian Trail. 
An observation tower tops Clingmans Dome, 
the highest peak, offering scenic views of the 
mist-covered mountains
https://www.nps.gov/grsm/index.htm  
 
The French Broad Outfitters – 10 minutes
Come sit in an inner tube and float down the 
French Broad River! This section of the river is 
wide, deep and slow-flowing — the perfect way  
to enjoy a summer day in Asheville.
https://www.frenchbroadoutfitters.com

Blue Ridge Parkway – 15 minutes
Voted #1 for the best things to do in Asheville by 
US News, the 469-mile Blue Ridge Parkway begins 
in Virginia and meanders through about 250 miles 
of western North Carolina. With a maximum speed 
of 45 mph, the highway offers drivers numerous 
opportunities to stop at overlooks, quaint 
mountain towns and hiking and biking trails. 
https://www.blueridgeparkway.org

Biltmore Estate – 20 minutes
A National Landmark and one of the country’s 
top architectural wonders, Biltmore is a 
breathtaking home in the Blue Ridge Mountains 
with 250 rooms, historic exhibits, magnificent, 
century-old gardens and a charming winery. 
Biltmore has a lot to offer, including the estate’s 
magnificent 8,000-acre backyard, horseback 
riding and rafting.
https://www.biltmore.com/ 

Dollywood – 1 hr, 50 minutes
What would Dolly do? Go to Dollywood, of 
course! TripAdvisor and USA Today recently 
ranked Dollywood as one of the world’s best 
theme parks. Spanning 160 acres in the Great 
Smoky Mountains, Dollywood theme park offers 
more than 50 world-class rides, high-energy 
entertainment, award-winning dining and the 
friendliest theme park atmosphere in the world! 
Dollywood’s Splash Country Park has water 
slides and splashes for every age. Tucked into the 
mountainside, lush trees line the park and your 
adventure comes with beautiful mountain views!
https://www.dollywood.com/  
 

Chimney Tops – 55 minutes
The Chimney Tops Trail is one of the most 
popular trails in Great Smoky Mountains National 
Park because of its length and spectacular views. 
The trail gains 1,400 feet in 2 miles which makes 
for a steep climb, so be sure to wear sturdy shoes 
and bring plenty of water. 
https://www.nps.gov/grsm/planyourvisit/
chimney-tops.htm 

Pisgah National Forest – 30 minutes
The Pisgah National Forest is a land of mile- 
high peaks, cascading waterfalls and heavily 
forested slopes. Comprised of over 500,000 
acres, the Pisgah is primarily a hardwood forest 
with whitewater rivers, waterfalls and hundreds 
of miles of trails. Be sure to visit Moore Cove 
Falls, Looking Glass Falls and of course Sliding 
Rock, the natural waterslide. 
https://www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/nfsnc/
recarea/?recid=48114
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ART & MUSEUMS

 ω The Great Smoky 
Mountain Railroad

 ω Asheville Art Museum

 ω Asheville Drum Circle

 ω River Arts District

Asheville Brewery Tours – 12 minutes
You’ll not only sample some of Asheville’s 
greatest craft beers, but get to immerse yourself 
in the eclectic ambiance that is the local beer 
scene of Asheville. They’ll get you behind-
the-scenes access to many local downtown 
breweries, including meeting with the brew-
masters and understanding the craft and brewing 
process that leads to their beer on tap. Led 
by friendly and knowledgeable tour guides, 
you’ll get to sample many local craft beers and 
seasonal varieties on tap. 
https://ashevillebrewerytours.com/ 

Asheville Beer Week: Friday, May 27 - 
Sunday, June 5 
Experience the largest annual celebration of craft 
beer in Asheville and western North Carolina. 
Each day, find a wide variety of beer-related 
events, including releases and tastings paired 
with music, food and great settings. Learn directly 
from the brewers and chefs with workshops and 
demos. Events located in downtown Asheville 
and South Slope Brewing District.
https://avlbeerweek.com/

Great Smoky Mountain Railroad - 1 hour, 
14 minutes
Voted one of the top fun things to do in North 
Carolina for families. Their passenger excursions 
take you from the historic depot in Bryson City, 
through the beautiful countryside and along 
the rivers of Western North Carolina to various 
destinations. They have a variety of passenger 
train options and special event trains, perfect for 
making memories in the true form of railroading!
https://www.gsmr.com

Asheville Drum Circle
Asheville has always been a music town, and 
the Asheville Drum Circle is the perfect place to 
experience that tradition firsthand. The circle 
forms every Friday evening between April and 
October in Pritchard Park downtown. It’s a free, 
family-friendly event showcasing Asheville’s 
diversity and harmonious nature. And there’s 
usually lots of dancing. Bring your own drum, 
borrow one from a fellow drummer or sit on the 
steps of the amphitheater to enjoy the spectacle 
and booming sounds.

Asheville Art Museum – 8 minutes
This museum invites you to explore outstanding 
Collection of American art from the 20th and 21st 
centuries and to discover the richness of Western 
North Carolina’s unique artistic history.
https://www.ashevilleart.org/

Pinball Museum – 8 minutes
All-you-can-play arcade featuring 75+ 
pinball machines & classic video games.
https://ashevillepinball.com/

River Arts District – 10 min 
Visit the working studios and galleries of 
hundreds of artists’ paintings, pottery, jewelry, 
glass, metal, wood, and much more.
https://www.riverartsdistrict.com/
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